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Editorial
T

here was a lot to pack in to this month’s issue, which has, as usual, a bit of a festive feel to it. I hope
you will enjoy taking a bit of time out with our six-page Puzzles Special, which includes the regular
Naked Teasers and our Prize Quiz 2008. Have a go – you could win £50 or a year’s subscription! 

We’re also featuring Greece this month, which I hope will offer something a bit different from the usual
Mediterranean resorts. While not being traditionally known for its naturist resorts, Greece – especially the
islands – is a beautiful country with nearly year-round good weather, and it is fast finding itself on the
naturist traveller’s map.

In October I went to the BN AGM – a very interesting experience, which I have reported on on page 16.
One overriding impression was, I have to say, the demographic of the people in the conference room. It
was almost exclusively white, middle-aged, and male. There was, I believe, only one other single woman
there other than me, and she had some interesting things to say. She believed, as I do, that there appears to
be a bit of a gap between the good work the YBN are doing (for young naturists aged 16-30) and the over-
50s. While I am certainly not having a go at white, middle-aged blokes per se, if the AGM was representa-
tive of BN’s general membership (which I hope it isn’t), then promotion of naturism in Britain really needs
to target the 30-50 age bracket. I believe, though, that the AGM is a good thing, and very worthwhile – but
there must be something that can be done to target a more diverse audience, if naturism is to be viewed by
the wider world as something more than an old boys’ club. (Was it worth missing Hull City’s victory at
home to West Ham, though? Hmm...)

I’ve also written a piece on a new academic
study on naturism’s links with sex and sexuali-
ty, which is bound to cause some controversy
but is a debate that I think is well worth cover-
ing. I hope it can be discussed in a measured
fashion, as, while I am not seeking to turn H&E
into a sex mag (!) it is something that applies to
us all in some way, and the question of the links
between nudity and sex (whatever they are)
surely has some pertinence for us. I’ve also
included a piece on an experience of tantra,
which I believe is of interest to naturists because
it is, first and foremost, naked, sensual and safe,
and far from seedy. Do let me know what you
think.

Sam Hawcroft
email me at:  editor@henaturist.net

Subscribe now!...
... and save up to £20 on the shop price!
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I recently had the pleasure of meeting Dr Paul
Rapoport, the editor of the Federation of Canadian
Naturists’ magazine Going Natural. While in the UK he
wanted to visit Studland beach, and on a rather dull
morning Mark Nisbet drove us there. 

Arriving at the beach, I asked Dr Rapoport if he was
going to take a swim. He replied in the affirmative
terms: “I haven’t come all this way not to swim.” We
took a dip together, ran along the beach, and walked
back through the dunes. In late September, and with
the chain ferry out of action, it was extremely quiet
and rather more idyllic than usual, and Dr Rapoport
was impressed.

An hour later, we were sitting in brilliant sunshine in
the garden of the Bankes Arms discussing naturism
over a pint or two. An intelligent and analytical man,
Dr Rapoport was meeting some of the more active
members of the naturist movement in the hope of get-
ting an idea of the state of play. He expressed admira-
tion for my writing, and my take on naturism and its
problems, and said that if I would send him my bitter-
est words he would delight in publishing them. It
seems that naturism in Canada and America lags
behind us, and because Dr Rapoport thinks that ideas
from the mother country eventually begin to be adopt-
ed back home he would like to see more advances
here. 

However, he sees little chance that any progress will
come from club-based organisations and feels that
the prime movers in change will be those individuals

The What’s On column will return next month, with 
new listings for the 2009 season. If you have any events
you would like including, email editor@henaturist.net

prepared to push the envelope. Dr Rapoport takes a
long-term view that the commitment of progressive
naturists in England will eventually translate into
progress for naturism in North America. 
Bob Janes  

Going Natural at Studland

Woman in bid to bring riders to town
A naturist has challenged residents of Crawley to ditch
their clothes in an effort to bring the World Naked Bike
Ride to the West Sussex town.

Nina Turner, 35, told Crawley News she would love to
see the town centre packed with scantily clad cyclists
next summer. As reported in August’s H&E naturist, the
WNBR is held in more than 50 cities worldwide with
thousands of campaigners taking to the streets to
protest against oil dependency and car culture, and to
celebrate the human body.

The single mother-of-one said: “If I knew I wouldn’t
get arrested I would feel totally comfortable walking
down Crawley High Street in the nude. I would love to
see the World Naked Bike Ride come to Crawley next
year. Why not?”

Perhaps most interesting, and heartening, were the
comments left on the newspaper’s website. The two
who thought Ms Turner “revolting” and “sick” were con-
spicuous in their small-mindedness. One said: “Nudists
have got their communes where they can expose them-
selves to each other to their hearts’ content, and they

should stay in them and keep away from decent peo-
ple.” Another fumed: “Why can’t people keep their rude
and sick, perverted tendencies within their own homes.
I hope she gets arrested!” However, athough it is sad
to note that there are people who still think like this,
the vast majority were supportive, urging Ms Turner to
“go for it” and standing up for their love of naturism.

“ W hy ca n’ t  pe ople  ke ep
t he ir  ru de and sic k , 
pe r ve r ted te n de n c ies
within the ir own hom es . 
I hope she ge ts  arres te d !”


